
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 11, 2003 
 
 
 
To: Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) Directors 
 and County Chief Business Officials 
 
 
 
From: Janet Sterling, Director 
 School Fiscal Services Division 
 
Subject: Special Education First Principal Apportionment, Fiscal Year 2002-2003 
 
This letter provides information regarding the exhibits for the Special Education apportionments 
certified on February 20, 2003, including the 2002-2003 AB 602 and Infant (ages 0-2) Program 
First Principal Apportionment (P-1), the 2001-2002 AB 602 and Infant Program Annual 
Apportionments, and the recertification of the 2000-2001 AB 602 and Infant Program Annual 
Apportionments. 
 
First Principal Apportionment of 2002-2003 
 
Total state funding for special education for 2002-2003 increased by 3.97 percent over 
2001-2002.  Average daily attendance (ADA) increased 2.37 percent from 2001-2002 Annual, 
causing a deficiency in the growth apportionment of 21.81 percent.  The 2002 Budget Act 
(Chapter 379, Statutes of 2002) provides funding for a 2 percent inflation adjustment.  Also 
included is $8.189 million to ensure full funding for state special education programs, with any 
remainder to be allocated pursuant to Education Code Section 56836.158.  At P-1, the entire 
$8.189 million was used to augment the funding provided for special education instruction, 
leaving no remainder to allocate per ADA. 
 
The 2001-2002 Annual Apportionment 
 
ADA at Annual increased 0.06 percent from the 2001-2002 Second Principal Apportionment 
(P-2).  Pursuant to Education Code Section 56836.14, equalization among the SELPAs has been 
achieved.  Funds provided for equalization were used to fund the growth apportionment, which 
decreased the deficiency in the growth apportionment from 14.35 percent at P-2 to 
7.42 percent at Annual. 
 
As reported at the 2001-2002 P-1 and P-2 Apportionments, Senate Bill (SB) 982 (Chapter 203, 
Statutes of 2002) provides $100 million for a permanent increase to each SELPA’s base ADA 
rate.  Per Education Code 56836.156, this increase has been recalculated to $17.50.  
Recalculation of the supplemental equalization funding of $48.9 million pursuant to Education 
Code 56836.159 increased the base ADA rates of the 74 lowest funded SELPAs to $528.22. 
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Recertification of the 2000-2001 Annual Apportionment 
 
All 2000-2001 AB 602 entitlements remain fully funded. 
 
2002-2003 Infant (Ages 0-2) Program 
 
Total funding for the 2002-2003 Infant (ages 0-2) Program increased by 4.64 percent over 
2001-2002.  The Infant Program is fully funded for a fourth consecutive year, with a surplus of 
$2.98 million.  Part of the surplus will be used to fund local educational agencies in the operation 
of programs serving solely low-incidence infants and toddlers pursuant to Title 14 of the 
Government Code.  Following are the 2002-2003 Infant Program statewide average unit rates: 
 
 2001-2002 

Statewide 
Average Rate 

2002-2003 
COLA Rate 
(2%) 

2002-2003 
Statewide 
Average Rate 

    
Special Day Class $47,228 $945 $48,173 
    
Resource Specialist $49,795 $996 $50,791 
    
Designated Instruction and Services $46,643 $933 $47,576 
    
Aide $19,178 $384 $19,562 
 
2001-2002 Infant (Ages 0-2) Program 
 
A reallocation of units for multiple counties decreased the 2001-2002 Infant Program entitlement 
by $93,409 for a total of $51.8 million. 
 
2000-2001 Infant (Ages 0-2) Program 
 
There were no changes to the 2000-2001 Infant Program entitlement of $48.9 million. 
 
Special Education Fiscal Services Unit Contact Information 
 
The exhibits for the 2002-2003 First Principal Apportionment can be obtained on our web site at 
www.cde.ca.gov/fiscal/special_ed.  If you have questions regarding this certification, or the 
reconciliation and revision of data, please contact the staff listed below: 
 
AB 602:  Julie Williams at (916) 323-3282 or by e-mail at julwilli@cde.ca.gov 
 
NPS/LCI: Marla Wilm at (916) 324-4557 or by e-mail at mwilm@cde.ca.gov 
 
Infant: Marla Wilm at (916) 324-4557 or by e-mail at mwilm@cde.ca.gov 
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